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m THE UNniED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFHCE 
Applicant: Monte B. WilUs Examiner Son T. Nguyen 

Serial No: 10/744.007 Art Unit: 3643 

Filed: 02/09/2004 

For; SADDLE FENDER BENDER 

AMKNDMENT AND RESPONSE 

Mail Stc^ Non-Fee Ammdment 
Commissioner fw Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir. 

Responsive to a fiist Office Action dated November 15, 2004, vriiereon a tinee (3) montti 
shortened statutory time period for response is set to expire on Felmiary 15, 2005, s^Iicant in the 
abovfHentitled case amends and responds as follows: 
In Ae Claims: 

1 *(Curtmtiiy Amended) A saddle fender bender comprising, a bar formed fium a straight 
section of metal bar stock [that] having a leotm ^^^^r ftnvc n section and is bent aswWS ItS teog^ 
parallel sides to have and retain [an] aunifoim etc along tts entire length of approximately xnnely 
(90) degrees and [havingj bgs a length to 

fender; a plurality of bolts each having a broad head end and is threaded along a bolt shaft; means 
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secured at spaced [interval] intervals along an inner arc sui&ce of said bar for receiving each said 
bolt threaded shaft end turner therein to position said bolt broad head end undersurfece into 
Mgagement with w outer sur&ce ^^gp of a hole formed through said fonder whe^ethrou^ said boh 
ispassed. 

Cancel Claim 2« 

3. (CuirentIy Amended) The saddle fender bender as recited in Claun U fuiflier including 
posts that are each internally threaded and are c^mectad, at aqpaced intervals al0l)ig» to CKt&ad at 
^proximately right angles outwardly ftom[,] the bar inner arch surfoce» with each said post to fit 
though a hole formed through the fender and receive an end of one of the bol t$ threaded ^mSts ends 
turned therein. 

4. (Curreiitly Amended) The saddle fonder bender afi recited in Claun [2]i wheiexn the posts 
are individually secured to the bar inner arch sur&ce by soldanng or brazing. 

5. (Qrigtnal) Ilie saddle trader bender as redted in Claim l^^eiiein the bar arched^ 
surface is drilled and tapped at spaced intervals tfaerealong, vvith each said tapped hole to receive the 
end of one crf'diB bolts threaded ahafb turned &cici^ 

6. (Original) The saddle fonder brader as recited m Claim U ^ereui each bolt broad head 
includes a means fonned into said boh broad head to receive a turning tool fitted therein. ' 

7. (Cunently Amended) The saddle fender bender as redted in Claim 6» v^rein the means 
for recehdng a mming tool is a [side] sided hole formed in the bolt hroad head center to receive a 
phillips head scievir driver end or an Allen wrench md. 

8. (Ori^nal) The saddle finder bender as recited m Claim 6, wfaoein Oie means for receiving 
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a tvming tool is a slot fiwnued across the bolt broad head, passing across the CMter of said bold hroad 

head, to receive a screw driver blade fitted fhereht 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 3 through 8 lemain in the case after this Amendment and Response. 

Applicant notes the x^ectionofClaim 4 undor 35 use 112» second paragraph, citing a lack 
of a prior antecedent basis for the phrase "the posts"- Responsive thereto, applicant has here 
amended the dependency of Claim 4 fic«n a dependenqy on Claim 2. that did not call for ''posts'^ to 
a dependency upon Claim 3* Which Qaim2» by this amendment has been cancelled. 

AppUcant notes the rejection ofthe Original Claims ofthe case Claims 1 through 8 under 35 
use 1 03(aX dting a US. Patent to Stinnett, et al» No. 6^57,328, that is the primary cite reference. 
Applicant, responsive to the tejectioii of Claims 1 and 2, agrees that the ^328 pat^ teaches a 
structorethatperfcKmsalikefunctiontothatperfonx^ Structurally, however, the 

devices are difiei^. Whero&e '328 patent sets out a fender shaper having a front portion that is 
bent back fiom a curved comer, forming a rectangle body having sides that are 3 inches by 4 inches 
(Col. 4, Unas 65&6€)^ the rxesent inventioo, as now particulariy called for in amended Claim 1 , is 
directed to a bar having a rectangular cross section that is brat Enough a continuous ninety degree 
arc. Such bar, of course, is li^it^ in weight and less likely to contact the side of a horse fitted with 
tiie saddle moimtingdie invention, tiian would the tall rectangular tear section ofthe '328 patenL 
To set oixt aod distinguish the invention ftom a zcasoziable interpretation of tihe * 328 patent, applicozrt 
hasincludethelimitationsof original Claim 2 with Claim 1, and has further amended Claim 1 to 
cleariy set omftattiie bar is bent Ihroiigh a ninety degree arc, with that bend being continuous along 
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the length of the bar, versus the ninety degree brad in the plate of the'328 patent that is fonned 
through a •'curved comci^ (Col. 3, line 48). Further, Qaim 1 has been amended to more dearly 
poixxt out that the bar, TOherefirDm the invention is fonned* has a rectangular cross section, unlike the 
plate wheie&om of tiie device of the '328 patent is fonned, and that the bend formed in the 
rectangular bar oftheinventitm is fonned across the lec^^ BasediQxm 
the above, applicant le^ectfully submits (belt the Exammer's analysis that Ae bar stock of the 
inventicxi produees a saddle fender bending unit that is equivalent to the fbider sh^)er fonned from 
plale stock offhe ^328 patent is inconect, and tiiat the present invention, as nov/ claimed, isdistmct 
from a reasonable inter[Hetatioit of the ^328 patent 

Applicant also notes the rejections of Clauns 3, 4, S and 6 through 8» agam citing the '328 
patent as relating to the posts and dieir mountings and use as hivolves fonning means in the bolts 
head ends for receiving turning tools. While, as the Examine admits, the '328 patent does not 
specifically show die posts and bolt anangements of die invention, it does involve fost^iers 
peifonning e^entially the same functions. However, as the Claims 3 through 8 are ultimately 
dq>endcnt upon Claim 1, aa nowntnftndcxi to contain the struotore of Claim 2, the amended Claim 
1 should now be in proper condition for allowance, as should the claims dependent thereon. 
Applicant therefore believes that independent Claim 1, and the Claims dependent thereon, should 
now be in proper condition for allowance and re^ectiiil^ requests same. 

Respectfully submitted, 

M. Reid Russell 
^e4af 8 
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/^IWfFKmMEMTS TO CLM M^ - PFT^ 17 CFR L121 

L(CuiTently Amended) A saddle fender bender comprising, a bar fbnncd 
s€Otion of metal bar stock [that] f ^'^^pllTflf ^^nn and is bent ^ss it» IcnggsS 

parallel sides to have and retain [an] aumfotm arc along its entire length of approximately ninety 
(90) Agrees and Oiaving] im a lengtti to extend at least partially acsoss a lower portion of a saddle 
fimdcr, a plurality of bolts each having a broad head end and is threaded along a bolt sbBft; means 
secured at spaced [interval] i^SC^ along m ^ 

bolt threaded shaft end tamer therein to position said bolt broad head wd undersurfecc into 
en^ement with an outer surfiwe edge of a hole formed throng said fender wherethrough said bolt 
is passed.. 

2. (Canjcx;lcd) lite saddle fcndw bender ad recited in Clohn 1^ 
section and is bent across its longest parallel sides* 

3. (Cunenfly Ametuled) The saddle fender bend^ as recited m Claim 1 , fhi^er including 
posts that are each internally threaded and are connected, at spaced iatervals along, to extend at 
appTOTfrnHTftly right angles outwardly from[,] the bar inner arch suriSice, with each said post to fit 
though a hole formed through the fender and receive an end of one of fte bolts threaded shafts ends 
turned therein. 

4. (Cunently Axnended) The saddle fender bender as recited in Claim [2]2 wherein the posts 
are individualiy secured to the bar inner arch surfiu;e by soldering or braang. 

5. (Original) The saddle fend^ bender as redtsed in Claim 1, wherein the bar arched im 
sur&ce is drilled and tapped at spaced intervals therealong, with each said tapped hole to receive the 
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end of one of the bolts threaded shafts turned therem. 

6. (QrigiDal) The saddle fender bmder as recited in Cl^ l.ivherein each bolt broad head 
includes a xneans &rmed into said bolt broad head to receive a tuming tool fitted therein. 

7. (Cunrently Amended) The saddle fender bender as nscited in Claim 6» wherein the means 
for leodvxng a tumixig tool is a [side] sided hole fomied in the bolt broad bead center to receive a 
Phillips head screw driver end an Allen wrmch end 

8. (Qri^nal> The saddle fender bender as lecHad in Claim 6, ixAiecein the means for recdving 
a tuming tool is a slot formed across the bolt broad head, passmg across fl\e center of said bold broad 
head, to receive a screw driver blade fitted therein. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAIUNG 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as ficst class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Nonr Fee Amendments, 
Commissioner for Patents, Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on Fehniarv 9, 2005 . 



February 9.2PQ.L 



M.ReidRusseU Date 
List of items sent: 
Amendment azkd Respon&e 
Copy of Amended Claims 
Retum Receipt Postcard 
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Thm MAiUHO DATE of Ito eommunl^Qn 0p§mir» m ih9 OQwr sfreet wHh fim ^wmspPiHhnc^ 0tNir$$B^ 



This application Is abandoned In view Of: 

1 . H Appiteanrs feOure to timely file a proper mply to the Office letter mailed on iSNov6mb^2Q04. 

(a) □ A reply was received on (wth a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ). whicfi is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (indudir^ a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but It does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .11 3 to a final rejection consists only of. (1 ) a timely fflad amendment which places the 
application in conditon for allDwance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Exanunation (ROE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but K does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR l«8$(a) and 1.111. (See explanation In box 7 below). 

(d) IS No reply has been received. 

2* O Applictint'a faHure to timely pay the required Issue fee and publication fee, tf applicable, within tho statutory period of three months 
from tha mailing date of (he Notice of Allowance (PTOt-85). 

(8) □ The Issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on _„._ . (wHh a CeilificatB of Mailing or Transmission dated 

). which is efler the expiration of the etetutory period for peyment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

^lowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is Insufficient A balance of ^ Is due. 

The issue fae required by 37 CFR 1.18 Is $___. The publication fee. If required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), Is $ . 

(0) □ The Issue fee and publication fee. if applicable, has not bean received. 

3. D Applicanrs failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by. and within the fiiree-monih pen'od set in. the Notice of 

Allowablllty {PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on ^ (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the peitod for reply. 

(b) □ No oonected drawings have been lecelved. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which Is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interset or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The lettBr of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a leprBsentaflve capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Inteilerence rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The rea8on(e) bebw: 




Son T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 3643 

Petifions to revlvB under ST CFR 1.137(8) or (b), or nsqussts to wWharaw ms hojoing of abandonment under ST CFR 1 .isi, srtould be promptly fi\m to 
mln^lzs any negative effects on latent term. 
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